Blair Historic Preservation Alliance

An occasional Newsletter about the Alliance, September, 2002, Volume I, Number I

(
( Visit us at http://www.huntel.net/community/blairpreservation (
What is the Blair Historic Preservation Alliance? An advocate for identifying, preserving, and promoting the historic community assets of Blair, Nebraska.

In 2001 a group of Blair citizens began to meet to discuss the City’s plans to pave over some of the brick streets in town.  Several in the group had begun individual campaigns to gage the general opinions of citizens regarding the brick streets and in those activities found that there were others passionately concerned about the prospects of loosing the brick streets.  We met as a group and have been meeting regularly ever since.  Our mission initially was to “Save The Bricks” but we quickly broadened our horizons to include the general collection of historic assets in the community.  Our earnest hope is that whenever community assets, be they historic streets, architectural gems, or even empty but historical sites, are being considered for permanent destruction, that they be given a meaningful and conscientious evaluation so that, should they be destroyed, it is with our eyes wide open and so that we do not lose our limited, and irreplaceable community assets simply because “someone did not realize they were important”.  Our mantra is “once it’s gone, it’s gone.”

What does the Alliance actually do?  Well, like all good groups, we meet, drink coffee, and discuss things of interest – such as the history of the community and the tangible links we still have to our community’s roots and small town values.  Our latest efforts resulted in the Walking Tour of four properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  This ‘tour’ was announced to coincide with this year’s “Gateway to the West Days” and featured a guided tour of the Washington County Court House.  The ‘walking tour’ is outlined in a brochure that remains available for use any time and describes five historic properties that you can read about in the brochure.  Four of the five properties are located in the historic center of the town and can be easily visited on a brief walk – hence the creation of the Walking Tour.  The Alliance hopes to put together other Walking Tours to cover additional topics of interest.

Another project taking shape is the creation of a Historic Properties Register. This will be an inventory of historic structures, districts, and locations in the city of Blair that are deemed worthy of preservation and recognition. 

One of our key priorities remains our eternal vigilance over the Brick Streets of Blair.  We strive to work with the City Council to help ensure that the brick streets are given fair consideration as the council plans the street maintenance schedule. These streets were laid down in 1922.  Since that time approximately half of the original 5 miles of brick streets have been removed or paved over.  The Alliance considers the Brick Steets of Blair to be assets worth maintaining because of their charm, history, and low maintenance cost.

Why is the Alliance called an Alliance?   This term serves to remind us that our purpose is to build upon Blair’s ongoing community successes and to help improve the future of Blair by maintaining a proper degree or reverence for its past.  Many other groups around town have an interest in improving the future of Blair and hope to bring a brighter future to our town by focusing on the things that they feel will improve the community.  The Alliance feels that from time to time like-minded civic groups can join together – in an alliance – to better achieve their goals.

How can I join the Alliance?  The alliance meets the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the basement of the historic Congregational Church at 16th and Colfax (use South door).  Everyone is welcome.

The Alliance is also conducting its annual membership drive, and we would like to invite everyone with an interest in Blair’s historic past, and bright future, to join us.  

An annual contribution of $10 is a small price to help preserve Blair’s historic assets, and become a member of the Blair Historic Preservation Alliance. Please join us.

Members have a variety of activities you might find of interest: We periodically research the internet to locate and learn how other communities have rallied around - and saved from the wrecking ball or bull dozer - their historic and unique assets (try “Google.com”, Search: Brick Streets). We are in the process of listing noteworthy structures within the community for consideration in Blair’s own Historic Properties Register. We will also be formulating a new topic for the next Walking Tour, perhaps houses of a certain style or vintage etc. We will be emphasizing our communication and education efforts within the community to help others understand the purpose of the Alliance and assist in the important dialogue with community leaders. We ‘man’ booths at local events and even march in parades (if the weather is nice).  And, most importantly, because we are still shaping our mission and agenda, new members will have a substantial role in shaping our future.  Each activity can benefit from the new and unique ideas that new members bring to the Alliance.  Your level of participation can range from Alliance leadership, to project involvement, to silent support.  Your involvement, even if only “in $pirit,” can benefit the Alliance and, of course, most importantly the future of our community.  Please seriously consider this invitation to join as an invitation to defend Blair and its fragile and irreplaceable legacy.  

NEW MEMBER OPEN HOUSE – The Blair Historic Preservation Alliance will be hosting a reception for new and prospective members at the Castetter House.  The Castetter House, located on what was once known as Silk Stocking Row, is one of 5 properties within the city of Blair to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Light refreshments to be served. RSVP next page.
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Where: 1815 Grant Street

When: Saturday, December 14th 

Time: 6:00pm to 10:00pm 

[image: image2.png]A

BLATR

ALLIANCE

\'4











Address








Address








Address

A brick is just a brick – but a brick street makes a town.
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An advocate for identifying and preserving the historic community assets of Blair 

Membership 2003

Helping to preserve the irreplaceable

Because once it’s gone…..it’s gone

Name

_________________________________, (Spouse)_____________________________)

Address
______________________________________________________________
City
_______________, State __________ Zip
__________   e-mail _________________

Donations:


( 1 year Membership (Standard)

$  10

__________





or



( Friend



$  25

__________




( Sustaining Member

$  50

__________




( Patron



$100

__________


( 2 year Membership



$  15

__________


Amount Submitted






$ ________     

Blair, and its future generations, thank you

Comments and suggestions welcome:

OPEN HOUSE RSVP:  (Membership preferred but not required.).  Please join us.

( Definitely     ( Probably (     Probably Not     ( Definitely Not      ( Number of guests _____

Please mail this form, and your check made payable to the Blair Historic Preservation Alliance to:

Louie Nappolini, Treasurer

1834 Grant Street

Blair, NE 68008
